DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

his aspirations, and now the Queen made further
inquiries of her eldest daughter, who had already
helped in selecting a wife for the Prince of Wales.
The Crown Princess gave a most favourable and de-
tailed report. Prince Christian was often in Berlin
and was free of their house, coming and going as he
liked, and proposing himself to breakfast or to dine.
He was " the best creature in the world," amusing
when he felt inclined, bald, of good military figure,
fond of children, speaking English, and tactful in his
difficult position in Berlin. She sent her mother a
photograph of him (the Queen had never seen him).
Countess Bliicher, a great friend of the Crown
Princess's, quite agreed as to his suitability, and on
these preliminary testimonials the Queen accepted
him in principle, and laid her plans to see him
herself.

She was not at all pleased with Prussia just now.
Bismarck was determined to grab both Duchies,
depriving her ally of Holstein, as had been arranged
between them by the Convention of Gastein, and the
situation, if he persisted, threatened to become
extremely dangerous. The Queen's pro-Prussian sym-
pathies had evaporated, for this bellicose, blood-and-
iron Prussia, was not the peaceful, powerful but
liberally minded Prussia of which Albert had dreamed,
and she wrote to her uncle : " Prussia seems inclined
to behave as atrociously as possible, and as she always
has done. Odious people the Prussians are, that I
must say" The King had also offended her per-
sonally ; he had refused to let the Crown Prince and
Princess come to stay with her at Balmoral this year

107